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It was at one of these performances that

Mother met the debonair Joseph Louis
Charbonnet, Daddy Joe. Daddy Joe and Moth-
er married in July 1918. They were blessed by
a union spanning 40 years—a union that pro-
duced five children: Helena, Joseph, Jr.,
known as Bubby, Leroy, Joyce, and Nolan.

By 1950, Mother and Daddy Joe had settled
in Los Angeles. They were joined by many of
their friends from New Orleans, and soon
formed social clubs which would become the
hub for many of their social and philanthropic
activities.

Mother was a gifted seamstress, who could
always be found at her sewing machine turn-
ing out enviable designs to rival the most tal-
ented couturiers. She would spend all day la-
boring over her elegant designs, but in the
evening her attention would turn to her second
love—playing cards. Her love of card games
would evolve into a passion for Las Vegas.

Most of all, however, Mother has always
adored her family and her church. She is a
steadfast and devout member of Trans-
figuration Catholic Church. For the past quar-
ter of a century, she has been the proud recip-
ient of the church’s Mother’s Day corsage,
presented to the oldest member in attendance.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, August 4, 1996,
Mrs. Charbonnet’s family and friends gathered
at Los Angeles’ renowned Wilfandel Club to
pay tribute to this remarkable and indefati-
gable woman. I am sure that it was grand
celebration, for she is a grand lady. I am
proud to count her as my friend, and delighted
to have this opportunity to share a glimpse of
her wonderful life with my colleagues. Please
join me in extending our heartfelt birthday
wishes to this outstanding centenarian.
f
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Ms. DeLAURO. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday,
September 15, 1996 the officers and members
of Saint Paul Union American Methodist Epis-
copal Church will gather to celebrate the
church’s 150th anniversary. I am pleased to
rise today to congratulate the St. Paul UAME
congregation on this special occasion.

The church has an incredibly rich history.
The church traces its roots as far back to
1805 and developed from a strong tradition of
grass-roots initiatives and organizing. The
Saint Paul Union American Methodist Epis-
copal Church, as it is now known, has a his-
tory which begins in 1847. Organized in 1952
by lay Elder John Williams, it was originally
called the Ecclestial Society and was located
at 47 Webster Street. The church was later
moved to 69 Webster Street and renamed the
African Union Church by lay Elder William
Walker. Finally, in 1920 the church became
the Saint Paul Union American Methodist
Episcopal Church. In 1938 the city of New
Haven began the Elm Haven housing project.
St. Paul was located in the middle of the pro-
posed project and a decision was made to
move the church, intact, to the south side of
Dixwell Avenue. The church was moved and
completely renovated. The church was dedi-

cated on May 12, 1940 under the pastorate of
the late Rev. James E. Henry.

The church continued to grow and in 1956
was assigned the Rt. Rev. David E. Hackett.
It was the leadership of Reverend Hackett
which facilitated great progress and growth of
the church. During that time church property
was improved, a financial reserve maintained
and community services were expanded. The
church also fondly remembers the tenure of
the Rev. Dr. Clyde J. Bobo Bowman who was
assigned to St. Paul in 1971. The Reverend
Bowman initiated a community based ministry
that sought to address the problems and con-
cerns of senior citizens, the church’s neighbor-
hood, and the young people and children in
the area. This community based philosophy is
one that the church continues to espouse.

The St. Paul UAME Church is a clear exam-
ple of the important role of the church in peo-
ple’s lives today. The church gives everyone a
place to find their spiritual center and to solid-
ify and support their values. In addition to min-
istering to the needs of its own congregation,
the St. Paul UAME Church reaches out to the
whole community. The church tackles difficult
social problems like drug use, poverty and vio-
lence. At a time when public support for gov-
ernment intervention and programs is low, it is
critical that churches and community organiza-
tions reach out to those most in need. I com-
mend the St. Paul UAME Church for leading
the way and rising to the challenges of com-
bating these social problems. I am pleased to
offer my sincerest congratulations to the
church on its 150th anniversary. I know the
church will continue to be an important force
in the lives of both the members of the con-
gregation and the larger community for many
more years to come.
f
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to re-
mind my colleagues that Friday, September 6,
marks the anniversary of the kidnapping of
human rights Jaswant Singh Khalra by the
Punjab police. Mr. Khalra observes this anni-
versary still in custody, his whereabouts un-
known. His wife states that he is in the cus-
tody of India’s brutal Intelligence Bureau, one
of the agencies involved in beating an elderly
Sikh leader in need of emergency medical
treatment. According to an eyewitness who
shared a jail cell at Nangal Police Station with
Mr. Khalra last October, Mr. Khalra had been
beaten into unconsciousness at that time. One
can only imagine the brutal torture he has suf-
fered in the past year. I am inserting into the
RECORD a press release on this gruesome an-
niversary from the Council of Khalistan.

Mr. Khalra was general secretary of the
Human Rights Wing (Shiromani Akali Dal)
at the time that he was kidnapped. In that
capacity, he published a report showing that
the Indian regime had kidnapped more than
25,000 young Sikh men. These innocent Sikhs
were then tortured and murdered by the po-
lice. Their bodies were declared ‘‘unidenti-
fied’’ and cremated to cover up police re-
sponsibility. After publishing this report,
Mr. Khalra was told by the Tarn Taran po-

lice chief, Ajit S. Sandhu, ‘‘We made 25,000
disappear. It would not be hard to make one
more disappear.’’

Just last month, however, the government
confirmed the policy of mass cremations. Its
own Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
told the Indian Supreme Court that it had
‘‘prima facie evidence’’ of at least 984 such
cremations based on its preliminary inves-
tigation. The Supreme Court justices who
heard the case called the mass cremation
policy ‘‘worse than a genocide.’’

The investigation is ongoing, but no one
has yet been punished for these brutal acts.
The Indian regime refuses to punish Mr.
Sandhu. Despite an indictment against Mr.
Sandhu and eight other police officers in-
volved in kidnapping Mr. Khalra, he has not
yet been arrested. Instead, he gave an inter-
view to an Indian newspaper in which he said
that he is proud of his actions. Why is Mr.
Sandhu still at large?

If India is serious about the democratic
values it so loudly proclaims, it would be ap-
propriate to observe the anniversary of Mr.
Khalra’s kidnapping by releasing him, end-
ing the mass cremation policy, and arresting
and trying those responsible for these atroc-
ities. Otherwise, the United States, the na-
tion that is truly the world’s largest democ-
racy, should stop all aid to the Indian gov-
ernment and institute an embargo against
India so that American companies cannot
prop up this repressive tyranny with their
dollars. It is the only decent thing to do.

f
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Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor some very special women—the Carlow
College Women of Spirit for the year 1995–96.
Carlow College is a private Catholic college
for women in Pittsburgh. The college, founded
in 1929, created its Woman of Spirit Award to
call attention to women in the Pittsburgh area
who exemplify the college’s ideals of com-
petent and compassionate service in both their
personal and professional lives. The college
presents a Woman of Spirit Award every
month, and it holds a gala event each year to
pay tribute to the award recipients for the pre-
ceding year.

This year’s Woman of Spirit Award recipi-
ents are prominent members of the area’s
business community, the art world, the edu-
cation community, and the medical profession.
Many of them are active in local charities and
community organizations. In fact, many
Woman of Spirit have impressive accomplish-
ments in more than one fields, and all of them
also have noteworthy personal and spiritual
lives. I would like to mention each award re-
cipient personally.

The Carlow College Woman of Spirit for Oc-
tober 1995 was Joyce Bender. Ms. Bender is
the president and owner of Bender & Associ-
ates and Bender Consulting Services, Inc. She
has been active in the executive search indus-
try in Pittsburgh for over 16 years. Ms. Bender
is a board director for the Data Processing
Management Association, and she is a past
president of the Association for Business Man-
agement and the Pittsburgh Case Users
Group. Ms. Bender has also demonstrated a
long-term commitment to creating employment
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opportunities for women and individuals with
physical disabilities. She is a member of the
Business Advisory Committee for the Institute
of Advanced Technology, an organization that
provides computer systems education to indi-
viduals who are physically challenged, and
she was the 1995 chairperson for Tech-Link,
an organization that introduces middle and
high school students with physical disabilities
to technology. She recently opened Bender
Consulting Services, Inc., to provide employ-
ment opportunities in the information industry
to physically challenged people who are
trained in information systems.

Marcia Martin was honored as the Woman
of Spirit for November 1995. Ms. Martin is the
vice president of marketing and community re-
lations for Gateway Health Plan in Pittsburgh.
She has held other management positions at
Gateway, as well as the hospital utilization
project, Equibank, McDonald’s Corp., and the
Urban League of Pittsburgh. She serves on
the executive committee of the Arthritis Foun-
dation. She is a cochair of the Nursing Re-
cruitment Coalition fund-raiser. Ms. Martin has
been actively involved in the Bethesda Center,
the Urban League of Pittsburgh, the
Lemington Home for the Aged, and N.E.E.D.

Susan Bohn, executive vice president of
corporate development and communications
for PNC Bank Corp. was selected as the
Woman of Spirit for December 1995. She has
held a number of positions of responsibility at
PNC Bank Corp. and its predecessor organi-
zation, PNC Bank. Ms. Bohn holds a Ph.D. in
language communications from the University
of Pittsburgh. She has served on the board of
the Pittsburgh Public Theater and as program
leader for the Financial Women International
and the National Educational Researchers’ As-
sociation. She has been a featured speaker
for the Bank Marketing Association, the Amer-
ican Marketing Association, and the American
Society for Training and Development. She
has served as an adjunct faculty member at
Carlow College and as a communications con-
sultant for various Pittsburgh-based compa-
nies and area school districts.

The Carlow College Board of Trustees se-
lected Ms. Jo DeBolt as the Carlow College of
Spirit for January 1996. Ms. DeBolt has been
the executive director of the Mon Valley Initia-
tive, a regional grassroots community develop-
ment organization, since 1988. The Mon Val-
ley Initiative is widely recognized as a model
for regional development. Ms. DeBolt serves
on the boards of many Pittsburgh area organi-
zations, including the Lazarus fund for the
Pittsburgh Presbytery and the Methodist Union
of Social Agencies. Ms. DeBolt holds an MBA
from the University of Pittsburgh. She is the
mother of four children.

Loti Falk Gaffney was selected as the
Women of Spirit for February 1996. She
serves on the boards of a number of local cul-
tural institutions, including the Pittsburgh Ballet
Theater, the Pittsburgh Symphony Society,
and the Chamber Music Society. Mrs. Gaffney
is also a member of the board of the
Shadyside Hospital Foundation. She is a
founding member of the Academy for Life
Long Learning affiliated with Carnegie Mellon
University. Mrs. Gaffney attended the
Sorbonne and New York Cooper Union, and
she holds honorary doctoral degrees in art
from Bethany College and Shenandoah Con-
servatory and University. She has 2 sons, 8
stepchildren, 4 grandchildren, and 18
stepgrandchildren.

Patricia Regan Rooney, a mother of nine
with a formal background in education, has
been active in a number of community cultural
and charitable organizations. Mrs. Rooney
holds a master’s degree in education from the
University of Pittsburgh. She has worked as
an instructor at Robert Morris College, where
she has also served on the college’s board of
directors. She has been actively involved in
volunteer work for the Salvation Army, the Re-
habilitation Institute, the American Diabetes
Association Western Pennsylvania Chapter,
the board of advisors of the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony, the International Poetry Forum, and the
National Center for Learning Disabilities. She
has nine grandchildren. Mrs. Rooney was cho-
sen as the Woman of Spirit for March 1996.

Artist and designer Gerry Rosella Boccella
was selected as the Carlow College Woman
of Spirit for April 1996. Ms. Boccella is a grad-
uate of Carlow College, and she has been the
creator of the thematic artistic environment for
the college’s Women of Spirit gala celebra-
tions since the program began. She has de-
signed rooms for Sacred Heart Church and
Carlow College, and she has created designs
for the Diocese of Pittsburgh’s Sesquicenten-
nial Celebration, the Pittsburgh Opera’s benefit
Maecenas Ball, the Columbus Day Parade,
and a number of other art events in the re-
gion. She is a founding member of the East
Liberty Arts Council, and she has served on
the steering committee for the Regent Thea-
ter. She is a board member for Citizens for the
Arts in Pennsylvania.

Carol Massaro, who was selected as one of
two Women of Spirit in May 1996, has been
actively involved in a number of local chari-
table and cultural organizations. She is a
member of the Pittsburgh Opera Association,
the Pittsburgh Symphony Association, the
Civic Light Opera Guild, and the 25 Club of
Magee Women’s Hospital. She has recently
chaired events for the Pittsburgh Opera, the
Civic Light Opera, Central Catholic High
School, and a benefit for multiple sclerosis.
She is a graduate cum laude from Chatham
College with a degree in history and a minor
in art history. She has four children and six
grandchildren.

Carol Anton Murphy, who shared the
Woman of Spirit Award for May 1996 with
Carol Massaro, is a graduate of Carlow Col-
lege. Ms. Murphy has worked as a speech
therapist for the Allegheny County School Sys-
tem and the Diocese of Pittsburgh. She has
been active in fundraising for a number of
schools. She is a former chairperson of St.
Philomena’s Guild, and she served as presi-
dent of both the Central Catholic High School
Mothers Guild and the Duquesne University
Women’s Advisory Board. She has served as
a member and as president of the Carlow Col-
lege Alumnae Association Board.

Janice Friedman was selected as the
Carlow College Woman of Spirit for the month
of June. Ms. Friedman is a board member of
the Civic Light Opera Society and serves on
the production and academy committees. She
serves on the executive committee of the Leu-
kemia Society of America; she is a member of
the Parental Stress Board; she is on the Advi-
sory Council of the International Poetry Forum;
she is a board member of the National Council
of Jewish Women, and has been actively in-
volved for over 15 years with their Designer
Days. She is past national vice president for 6
years of Alpha Epsilon Phi, her national soror-

ity, and she received the Devoted Alumni
Award this past summer.

July’s Woman of Spirit was Lois Wholey. A
graduate of Mount Mercy College, Ms. Wholey
has served as Mount Mercy alumnae presi-
dent. She has been a 40-year member of St.
Bernard’s Women’s Guild, and she is a former
board member of the Pittsburgh Symphony
Association. Lois Wholey was a copy writer at
Kaufmann’s for 28 years under the pen name
Frances Fish and coauthored the book, Inter-
national Cuisine by the World’s Great Chefs.
She is the proud mother of 9 children and the
grandmother of 18 grandchildren.

Velma Scantlebury, M.D., was selected as
the Woman of Spirit for August. One of a few
female African-American transplant surgeons
in the world, Dr. Scantlebury is recognized not
only for her clinical and research contributions
to the field of transplantation, but for her con-
tribution as a role model to young students,
the African-American community, and to
women pursuing careers in medicine. Dr.
Scantlebury is a member of several profes-
sional and scientific societies, including the
American Society of Transplant Surgeons and
the American College of Surgeons, which is
1994 named her as a fellow. She also serves
on the Medical Advisory Board and is vice
chairperson of the African-American Outreach
Committee at the National Kidney Foundation
of Western Pennsylvania.

Sister Elizabeth Carroll was the September
1996 Woman of Spirit. After completing her
doctorate in medieval history from the Catholic
University of America in Washington, DC., Sis-
ter Carroll taught history for many years at
Carlow College and served as Carlow Col-
lege’s President from 1963–66. She also held
teaching positions at Catholic University and
Marquette University. Often connected to her
community, Sister Carroll served on many ad-
visory boards, most notably the board of trust-
ees for Mercy Hospital in Pittsburgh. An active
author and scholar, Sister Carroll has pub-
lished extensively on many subjects.

Mr. Speaker, all of these women have been
blessed with a number of precious gifts—en-
ergy, enthusiasm, intelligence, compassion,
competence—and they have made it a point
to share these gifts with those around them.
Carlow College’s has chosen well in selecting
them as its Women of Spirit for this year.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, a few days after
the Congress adjourned for our August re-
cess, the Republican presidential candidate,
former Senator Robert Dole, unveiled his eco-
nomic program. Although the fight over abor-
tion at the Republican platform meetings in
San Diego at the same time upstaged the un-
veiling and dominated the news coverage that
week, Mr. Dole nevertheless continues to
press forward with his economic program,
which includes a 15-percent tax cut.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, we have been
there. We have done that. In the words of the
distinguished Senator from South Dakota, Mr.
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